
WHAT IS  
GRAPHIC DESIGN?



Graphic design is the art or skill of 
combining images, words and ideas 

in advertisements, magazines or 
books, to convey information to an 

audience.



A DESIGNER’S JOB IS TO COMMUNICATE 
A CLIENT’S STORY, BRAND OR IDEAS

Image from https://www.startupstories.in/stories/inspirational-stories/how-to-communicate-with-clients
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GRAPHIC DESIGN

To create a visual content to express a 
message. 

A graphic designer communicates 
visually. 

The building blocks of visual grammar 
are: lines, shapes, color and value, 
texture, space, form (volume/mass) 
and typography. 

To decide upon the look and funcPon 
of something before it is made. 

To design (v): to create, fashion, 
execute, or construct according to plan. 

The rules that a designer should follow 
to create an effecPve and aRracPve 
composiPon are: contrast, hierarchy 
and proporPon, alignment, balance, 
proximity and negaPve space, 
repeAAon, simplicity and funcAon.
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Landscape Architecture by  John Ormsbee Simonds. Image from  https://zevendesign.com/mood-lines-giving-designs-attitude/

IN DESIGN, EVERYTHING HAS A 
MEANING.

https://zevendesign.com/mood-lines-giving-designs-attitude/


Illustrations by MWart and Daria V, https://99designs.it/blog/tips/how-
color-impacts-emotions-and-behaviors/

WARM COLORS

Bright and light colors make you feel 
more opAmisAc and happy.  

Warm colors like yellow, orange, pink, 
and red and pastel colors like peach, 
light pink or lilac can have un upliBing 
effect on the mood.

https://99designs.it/blog/tips/how-color-impacts-emotions-and-behaviors/
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Illustrations by Znik and Marrieta, https://99designs.it/blog/tips/how-color-
impacts-emotions-and-behaviors/

COOL COLORS

Cool colors like blue and green can 
make you feel calm.  

Grey and dark colors are being 
perceived as sad colors.
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Photograph: Miroslava (via Unsplash), https://99designs.it/blog/tips/how-color-impacts-emotions-and-behaviors/

WHAT DO YOU FEEL?

https://unsplash.com/photos/ct_zXHu8rcM
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Photograph: Miroslava (via Unsplash), https://99designs.it/blog/tips/how-color-impacts-emotions-and-behaviors/

WHAT DO YOU FEEL?

Pink represents femininity and romance, sensiAvity and tenderness. It’s a 
delicate color that is oYen associated with bubble gum, flowers, babies, 
coHon candy, liHle girls and sweetness. It can represent friendship, 
affecAon, harmony, inner peace and approachability.

https://unsplash.com/photos/ct_zXHu8rcM
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Photograph: Philipp Berndt (via Unsplash), https://99designs.it/blog/tips/how-color-impacts-emotions-and-behaviors/

WHAT DO YOU FEEL?
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Photograph: Philipp Berndt (via Unsplash), https://99designs.it/blog/tips/how-color-impacts-emotions-and-behaviors/

WHAT DO YOU FEEL?

White means minimalism and simplicity. It is oYen associated with purity, 
light, safety, illuminaAon, spirituality, humility and sincerity. The color of 
snow, in the western countries is the tradiPonal color worn by brides, to 
signify purity and innocence. In eastern countries, white is the color of 
mourning and funerals. The color white affects mind and body by promoPng 
feelings of fresh beginnings and renewal.

https://unsplash.com/photos/ct_zXHu8rcM
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Photograph: Sandro Katalina (via Unsplash), https://99designs.it/blog/tips/how-color-impacts-emotions-and-behaviors/

WHAT DO YOU FEEL?
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Photograph: Sandro Katalina (via Unsplash), https://99designs.it/blog/tips/how-color-impacts-emotions-and-behaviors/

WHAT DO YOU FEEL?

Purple is oYen associated with creaAvity, mystery, royalty, power, wisdom, 
pride, independence and magic. It has a variety of effects on mind and body, 
such as upliBing spirits and calming mind and nerves. Lighter shades of 
purple are used to soothe or calm a viewer. Since it’s a combinaPon of blue 
(calm stability) and red (fierce energy), the color retains both warm and cool 
properPes.

https://unsplash.com/photos/ct_zXHu8rcM
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REMEMBER:

When discussing about color 
meaning and psychology there are 
no right or wrong answers. 

Colors and feelings are linked. But 
how someone feels about a color is 
subjec7ve, it is not agreed on 
universally. 

 What might make one person feel 
happy and cheerful, can make 
another person feel sad or irritated, 
depending on the viewers’ past 
experiences or cultural differences.  

Photograph of an oil pastel drawing realized by L.S, 7th grade 
student at Ic Taio, 2020/2021
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